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About this Unit Outline 

This unit outline contains information you will need to find your way around the 

Unit, Content and Setting of Gospel Traditions.  It attempts to provide a 

structure for your learning, giving details of the topics, and how they will be 

assessed.  
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Important notice 

1. While every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in the information given 

below, it is the personal responsibility of each student to check the ACT 

2014 Undergraduate Handbook or Postgraduate Handbook, copies of 

which may be found in the QTC Library within Emmanuel College. 

2. It is important that students plan their semester carefully to ensure that 

reading, work and especially assignments are well-spaced so as to prevent a 

“log-jam” of work at the end of the semester. 

3. It is very important that all quoted material in assignments be properly 

footnoted and acknowledged.  The attention of students is drawn to the 

section in the ACT 2014 Undergraduate Handbook or Postgraduate Handbook, 

headed “Academic Misconduct”.  Failure to comply with the standards 

required will involve various penalties in accordance with the seriousness of the 

failure as outlined in the ACT Undergraduate Handbook. 

4. The attention of students is also drawn to the section in the 2014 ACT 

Undergraduate Handbook or Postgraduate Handbook headed “Guidelines for 

Essays.” All essays should comply with these standards. 
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Information about this Unit 

Unit description 

Welcome to the study of the Life and Teaching of Jesus in the setting of the Gospels.  No 

matter how often we read the gospels we always are surprised at some new aspect that 

emerges from the life of our Lord.  I pray that as we progress through this study you will 

be surprised, challenged and encouraged by what you learn.  I am looking forward to 

being a guide on the journey with you. 

This Unit entails an introductory study of Jesus' life and ministry against its background 

of the world of that time as it is recorded in the gospels.  This involves a study of the 

cultural, political, religious and social background of the Gospels.  The gospels as pieces 

of literature are examined to see what we can learn about how they came into being and 

consequently how we can read them better. It then studies the life and ministry of Jesus, 

particularly as this is set out by Mark's gospel.  Such topics as the Kingdom of God, the 

person of Jesus, the miracles, the ethics of Jesus, the parables and the passion and 

resurrection of Jesus are highlighted.   

We trust this will be an enjoyable and profitable time for you. 

 

Unit equivalence 

This unit caters for students studying the following accredited courses: 

NT301 The Content and setting of the Gospel Tradition - a core module of the 

ACT BTh, Assoc Deg Theol, BMin, DipTh and DipMin 

 

NT501 The Content and setting of the Gospel Tradition - a core module of the 

ACT MDiv or Grad Dip Div, and an elective in the GradCertDiv. 

 

Each of these units is a 4-credit point unit in its respective award.  

 

Learning objectives 

(a) To enable candidates to understand the ministry of Jesus in its historical, 

socio-cultural, religious and political environment. 

(b) To give candidates an understanding of the evangelists as Christian 

theologians, with their own 

distinctive theologies, styles and outlooks. 

(c) To introduce candidates to a range of critical methods as applied to Gospel 

studies for the 

purpose of illuminating the meaning and significance of the Gospel traditions. 
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(d) To help candidates reflect on the significance of the Gospels in our 

contemporary context and for their own lives and ministry. 

How this Unit contributes to the course 

The unit is a core Unit in the AssocDegTh, BTh, BMin, MDiv, DipTh, DipMin. or 

Grad Dip Div.  An overall understanding of the literature, setting and theology of 

the gospels is essential to further more detailed study of the Scriptures.  A 

thorough understanding of the life of Christ and how he described his purpose 

and work is of course essential to Christian discipleship and ministry.  

Pre-requisites and co-requisites for this Unit 

Nil 

 

How this UNIT is organised and what we expect of you 

The Unit is taught over a 13 week semester.  Lectures will be three 1 hour classes 

on a Tuesday morning (see the Semester Timetable).  Some of the class times 

will be split, with MDiv and GradDipDiv students in one classroom and BTh 

students in another. 

Each Unit is 4 credit points in value.  At degree level a 4 cp Unit is considered to 

require 6 – 8 hrs of time commitment per week.  

Students are required to attend all lectures, complete any set pre reading and 

complete by the due date any assessment tasks.  

Teaching staff  

COURSE CO-ORDINATOR 

 

Rev Dr Gary Millar 

 
E gmillar@qtc.edu.au  

 

Rev Dr Bruce Winter 

 

E bwinter@qtc.edu.au  

 

Rev Dr Russell Williams 

E rwilliams@qtc.edu.au  

 

Please feel free to contact if you have any problems or concerns about the 

course. 

mailto:gmillar@qtc.edu.au
mailto:bwinter@qtc.edu.au
mailto:rwilliams@qtc.edu.au
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Unit timetable: topics and teaching and learning activities 

WEEK LECTURE TOPIC *READINGS 

Week 1 Introduction to the course 

Introduction to the Gospels 

 

 

Week 2 The Background to the Gospels – Political 1  

Week 3 

 

The Background to the Gospels – 

Religious 

2  

Week 4 

 

The Background to the Gospels - Cultural 

Synoptic problem 

3 

4&5   

 Preaching week  

Week 5 Distinctive features of Matthew 7  

Week 6 

 

Mark an outline and features;  

Distinctive features of Luke and John 

6, 8 & 9  

Week 7 

 

 The Kingdom of God in Jesus' teaching 

 

10&11  

 Easter  

Week 8 The parables and their interpretation  12&13  

 

Week 9 

The ethics of Jesus including the sermon on 

the mount  

14&15 

Week 10 

 

The miracles of Jesus and their interpretation  16  

Week 11 

 

The passion and its place in the Gospel 

narratives  

17  

Week 12 Resurrection narratives and titles of Christ 

(RW) 

 

Week 13 Revision  

*Chapter numbers in Blomberg. For comparison you may wish to also read other 

introductions such as Gundry.  
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Assessent 

Assessment tasks – NT301 

ASSESSMENT TASKS DESCRIPTION 

1. Essay: 2000 words 

50% of Final Grade 

An essay, which will assess the content of topics listed 

for weeks 7-10, i.e. the teaching of the Gospels on major 

topics  

2. Exam – 90 minutes 

50% of final grade 

An unseen 90 min exam, which will assess the content of 

topics listed for weeks 1- 6 and 11-12. i.e. the 

background, literature and features of the Gospels. 

 

Assessment tasks – NT501 

ASSESSMENT TASKS DESCRIPTION 

1. Essay: 2500 words 

50% of Final Grade 

An essay, which will assess the content of topics listed 

for weeks 7-10, i.e. the teaching of the Gospels on major 

topics  

2. Exam – 2 hours 

50% of final grade 

An unseen two-hour exam, which will assess the content 

of topics listed for weeks 1-6 and 11-12. i.e. the 

background, literature and features of the Gospels. 

 

ASSESSMENT TASK 1   

NT301 

 

Write a 2000 word essay on ONE of the following topics:  
1. Discuss Jesus' attitude to the law. 

2. Why is the gospel called “the gospel of the kingdom” (Mk 1:14, Matt 

4:23)? 

3. Why is the parable of the four soils sometimes called “the parable of the 

parables”? 

4. What is the role of miracles in Mark’s gospel? 
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NT501    

 

Write a 2500 word essay on ONE of the following topics:  

 
1. How does Matthew show that Jesus has fulfilled the law? 

2. Compare and contrast Jesus' teaching about the kingdom of God with what we 

know of first century Jewish expectations about the kingdom. 

3. Why did the parables play such a significant role in the ministry of Jesus? 

4. Compare the role of miracles in Mark’s gospel to their role in the other gospels. 
 

 

ASSESSMENT TASK 2 

 

NT301 
 

A 90 minute exam:  Three essays.     
 

One question out of three questions on the topics for weeks 2-4 in the course outline: 

 The Political, Religious and Cultural Background to the Gospels, and the Synoptic Problem. 

 

Two questions out of four questions on the topics for weeks 1, 5-6, 11-12 in the course 

outline: 

 Introduction to the Gospels 

 Distinctive features of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

 The Passion of Christ and its place in the Gospel narratives 

 The Resurrection Narratives and the titles of Christ. 

 

 

NT501 

 

A two-hour exam.  Four essays.    
 

Two questions out of four questions on the topics for weeks 2-4 in the course outline: 

 The Political, Religious and Cultural Background to the Gospels, and the Synoptic Problem. 

 

Two questions out of four questions on the topics for weeks 1, 5-6, 11-12 in the course 

outline: 

 Introduction to the Gospels 

 Distinctive features of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 

 The Passion of Christ and its place in the Gospel narratives 

 The Resurrection Narratives and the titles of Christ. 

 
 

In order to pass the unit, you must attain at least 50% overall across both assessment items. 
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Learning resources 

The Unit timetable on page 5 indicates chapters in the Text Book for pre-reading.  

The lectures are not designed to provide content that can be found in the 

textbook.  The lectures will assume that the student has completed the 

prereading chapter(s).  During the lecture, certain aspects will be emphasised 

and explained and discussion will be encouraged in order to seek to apply what 

has been learned to life and understanding.  

ESSENTIAL REFERENCES- TEXT BOOKS 

Required for All Students: 

Blomberg, C, Jesus And the Gospels Leicester: Apollos 2009 

   

Additional required Text for 500-level (MDiv and GradDipDiv) 

Harding, Mark. Ed. Content and Setting of the Gospel Tradition. Eerdmans, 2010. 

OTHER REFERENCES 

Aland, Kurt (Ed), Synopsis of the four gospels: Greek English edition of the Synopsis 

Quattuor Evangeliorum. UBS, 1983. 

Blomberg, CL, Interpreting the Parables Leicester: Apollos, 1990 [226.806] 

Bruce, FF, New Testament History [225.95] 

Carson, DA, Moo, DJ, and Morris, L, An Introduction to the New Testament [225.61] 

Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, JB Green et al (Eds), IVP, 1992.  

Douglas, JD et al (eds), The New Bible Dictionary (Revised) 

Gerhardsson, Birger.  Memory and Manuscript: oral tradition and written 

transmission in rabbinic Judaism and early Christianity with Tradition and 

transmission in early Christianity.  Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

Gundry, RH, A Survey of the New Testament rev.ed. Grand Rapids: Academie, 1981   

Guthrie, D, New Testament Introduction [215.612] 

Hendriksen, W, Survey of the Bible Grand Rapids, Baker books, 1976 [R 220] 

Ladd, GE, A Theology of the New Testament  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1974 [230] 

Ladd, GE, The New Testament and Criticism Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1967 [225.6] 

Martin RP, New Testament foundations [227.061] 

Wright, NT, The challenge of Jesus: rediscovering who Jesus was and is, IVP, 1999. 

 

This is only a short listing.  Students should consult the ACT Undergraduate 

Manual 2009 (BTh) or ACT Post-Graguate Manual 2009 (MDiv) for a fuller listing. 
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ACT Standards  

Grades 

Grades in assessment instruments are awarded in the following categories- 

Grade   Score  GPA 

Fail (F)   0-49%  0 

Pass (P)   50-57% 1 

Pass+(P+)   58-64% 1.5 

Credit (C)   65-74% 2 

Distinction (D)  75-84% 3 

High Distinction (HD)  85+%  4 

Learning outcomes - BTh 

Pass- attempts to engage primary sources 

Evidences a basic understanding of the foundational features of the discipline 

Shows an awareness of relevant scholarly viewpoints 

 

Credit- demonstrates engagement with primary sources 

Has begun to grasp the foundational features of the discipline 

Shows engagement with a range of scholarly viewpoints  

 

Distinction- demonstrates ability in engaging the primary sources 

Evidences a grasp of the foundational features of the discipline 

Shows promise in the task of critically evaluating a range of scholarly viewpoints. 

 

High Distinction- demonstrates a pronounced ability in engaging the primary sources 

Evidences a sound grasp of the foundational features of the discipline 

Shows promise in the task of critically evaluating a range of scholarly viewpoints. 
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Learning Outcomes – Mdiv/GradDipDiv 

Foundational MDiv, GradDip (500) Level  

Units at foundational level introduce graduate students to the foundational 

features and principles of a discipline or topic. The critical and evaluative faculties 

of students are developed.  

Pass—The candidate demonstrates an engagement with primary sources, has 

begun to grasp the foundational features of the discipline, and evidences 

engagement with a range of scholarly viewpoints.  

 

Credit—The candidate demonstrates ability in engaging the primary sources, 

evidences a grasp of the foundational features of the discipline, and exhibits 

engagement with a range of scholarly viewpoints.  

 

Distinction—The candidate demonstrates a pronounced ability to engage primary 

sources, exhibits a sound grasp of the foundational features of the discipline, and 

evidences ability in the task of critically evaluating a range of scholarly viewpoints.  

 

High Distinction—The candidate demonstrates a pronounced ability in the 

analysis of primary sources and in the tasks of critically evaluating and assessing 

empathically a range of scholarly points of view.  

 


